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Austrian Adaptation
Strategy and Action Plan
Start:

2007

Political mandate:

Development of NAS is included in the
federal government program 2008-2013

Main responsibility: Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
Environment and Water Management
Coordination:

Support from Kyoto-Forum (= cooperation btw. all federal
ministries and representatives from all nine provinces)

Adopted:

Council of Ministers in October 2012
Approved by the "Landeshauptleutekonferenz" in June 2013

Austrian Adaptation Strategy &
Action Plan
Overall aim
to reduce anticipated negative impacts of climate change on Austria's
society, economy and nature
to use positive effects of climate change and allow synergies
to provide an overall framework in which adaptation should take place

Characteristics of the development process
sectoral and iterative approach
NAS and NAP jointly developed
close collaboration with science
broad stakeholder engagement to support the development of the NAS

Part I: Kontext/Framework +
Part II: Action Plan
Broad, comprehensive, and high level of detail (14 activity fields;
132 recommendations for action; information on further steps,
instrument for implementation, cross-sector inter-dependencies,
responsible actors, potential conflicts identified)
Combines strategic guidance and action-oriented character
Science-/evidence-based, uncertainties and knowledge gaps
explicitly addressed
Guiding principles for implementation, prioritization criteria,
cross-cutting recommendations, social aspects
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Part I: Kontext/Framework
Table of Content:
1. Introduction
2. Policy background
3. Aims of NAS
4. Approach in developing NAS
5. Climate change in Austria
6. Challenges of adaptation
7. Social aspects of climate change
8. Guiding principles for adaptation
9. Criteria for priorisation of adaptation options
10. Status-quo of adaptation in Austria
11. Ongoing research on climate change adaptation and open research questions
12. Good-practice examples
13. Communication and education
14. Global context of climate change
15. Needed resources for future adaptation process
16. Next steps
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Part II: Action Plan
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Part II: Action Plan
For each sector:
1. Relevance of the sector
2. Sectoral vulnerability assessment
For each of the
132 adaptation
options,
3. Recommended adaptation
options

information on responsible
actors, time frame,
Annex:
mainstreaming possibility,
Cross-sectoral interdependencies
resources needed, etc. is
presented

14 sectors covered:
Agriculture, forestry, water, tourism, energy, natural hazards, housing and
construction, civil protection, health, ecosystems and biodiversity, transport
infrastructure, spatial planning, economy, and urban green spaces
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Development of NAS/NAP:
Close cooperation between science and policy makers
Scientific studies on options
for each sector addressed in the NAS/NAP
such as agriculture, water, health, etc.

Policy Paper
3 stakeholder
consultation rounds

= „working paper“

Participation
process

Results

Austrian NAS/NAP

Participation process
EAA carried out the participation process in close cooperation with responsible Ministry
and Kyoto Forum (= steering group)
106 institutions (e.g. federal and provincial Ministries, interest groups, NGOs) were
actively involved in the participation process
Financed by

Duration

Sectors discussed

Climate- and
Energy Fund
Austria

1.phase: January 2009 – September 2010

Agriculture, Forestry, Water, Tourism,
Energy

2.phase: October 2010 – July 2011

Biodiv, Natural hazards, Buildings, Health,
Transport infrastructure

Objectives:
Raise awareness
Provide a platform
Foster transparent decision-making
Improve the NAS quality
Enhance the acceptance
Facilitate the implementation

Stakeholder involvement in the making of the NAS
Informative
Information
giving
6 informal
workshops
organized by
responsible
Ministry

Consultative
Information
gathering

Exchange with
neighbouring
E-mailand
survey
countries
EU
level
with
scientists

Web-Site on
climate change
and adaptation

Online-survey
with broad
public
Information from

Newsletter

other European
countries and EU
level

Internet-database
on existing
adaptation
measures in
Austria

Decisional

Consultation

Participation

3 stakeholder
consultation
rounds on drafts
of the NAS/NAP

13 Workshops
with scientists to
develop first
adaptation
options

Partnership Empower

16 Workshops
with
stakeholders to
discuss
adaptation
options available
from science

10

Stakeholder involvement in the making of the NAS
Informative

Consultative

Decisional

Information
giving

Information
gathering

Consultation

Participation

6 informal
workshops
organized by
responsible
Ministry

E-mail survey
with scientists

3 stakeholder
consultation
rounds on drafts
of the NAS/NAP

13 Workshops
with scientists to
develop first
adaptation
options

Web-Site on
climate change
and adaptation

Online-survey
with broad
public

Newsletter

Internet-database
on existing
adaptation
measures in
Austria

Partnership Empower

16 Workshops
with
stakeholders to
discuss
adaptation
options available
from science

11
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What are the next steps?
1) Workshops with policy makers in provinces
2) Brochure to introduce adaptation to the broad public

(to be published in Autumn 2013)
3) Translation of NAS and parts of website into English

(published in October 2013)
4) Research study dealing with the question of cost of

inaction, public and private adaptation costs (ongoing, first
results can be expected by the end of 2013)
5) Monitoring and evaluation approach (ongoing, first report

on progress planned for end of 2014)
6) …
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Austrian Adaptation Platform:
Content overview
Main content on HOME
Climate change in Austria
Adaptation to climate change
Austrian adaptation strategy
Research on CCA
Database: adaptation measures
Links/Glossary/Newsletter

www.klimawandelanpassung.at
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Austrian Adaptation Platform: Newsletter
Newsletter overview:
Target group: Policy
makers, decision makers,
interested public
Issued since 2011
2013/2014: 4-5 newsletter
are planned

15

Contact & Information
Markus Leitner
Environmental Impact Assessment and Climate Change
markus.leitner@umweltbundesamt.at

Environment Agency Austria
www.umweltbundesamt.at

2nd Workshop on CCIVA in West Balkan countries ■
Belgrade, 8th October 2013
16

