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You are here: Home / EU adaptation policy / EU sector policies.

EU sector policies

Mainstreaming of climate change adaptation into EU sectoral policies and EU funds, including marine and inland water issues, forestry, agriculture,
biodiversity infrastructure as well as buildings, migration and social issues, is an essential component of a successful comprehensive adaptation policy.

Mainstreaming climate change adaptation in EU policies was one of the pillars of the European Commission's 2009 White Paper "Adapting to climate
change: Towards a European framework for action” and continues to be an important goal of the 2013 EU strateqy on adaptation to climate change
Furthermore, the framework set in the 7 Environment Action Programme to 2020 "Living well_within the limits of our pianet” s aiso referring to
mainstreaming adaptation into other EU policy fields.
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Water Management

Water resources are directly impacted by climate
change, and the management of these resources
affects the vulnerability of ecosystems, socio-
economic activities and human heath. Water
management is also expected to play an
increasingly central role in adaptation. Climate
change s projected to lead to major changes in
water availability across Europe with increasing
water scarcity and droughts mainly in Southern
Europe and increasing risk of floods throughout

most of Europe.
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Afkey objective of the EU adaptation strateqy is to mainstream climate change in European policies. The Blueprint
to safequard Europe's water resources reinforces key EU water management policies, in particular the Water
Framework Directive, the Floods Directive and the Water Scarcity & Droughts (WS&D) policy.

Policy framework

Successful adaptation to the impacts of climate change on water depends both on effective national and
European water legislation. and on mainstreaming adaptation into related policies.

The main EU policy instrument in which climate adaptation is mainstreamed is the Water Framework Directive
(WD), aiming at long-term sustainable water management based on a high level of protection of the aquatic
environment. It is due to be implemented with a 6-yearly review cycle, which will assist adaptation over time. The
general objective is to achieve good ecological and chemical status in al surface water bodies and good
quantitative and chemical status in groundwater bodies by 2015. In addition, climate change must also be
integrated in the implementation of the Floods Directive.

‘The first WED River Basin Management Plans for 2009-201:

5 were submitted in 2009/2010. The river basin

management plans, particularly the second in 2015, should take into account the impacts of climate change.
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